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ELQQB.. DEBATE

in n i n e t y - s e v e n  w hen this l e gislation t ook place. H e  presented 
over 75 w o r k s h o p s  for comm u n i t y  groups to t out th e  virtues of 
this e conomic deve l o p m e n t  tool that was to g ive h o p e  and a 
visi on  to a state that was r e eling from a d e v a s t a t e d  economy 
with no s unlight on the horizon. He's ha d  the ple a s u r e  of 
seeing th e  theories beh i n d  the e conomic s timulus then become 
70,000 ne w  jobs and $15 b i l l i o n  in ne w  investment. It took 
political courage and polit i c a l  l e a d ership by G o v e r n o r  Orr and 
the l e g islative leaders then, to give Ne b r a s k a n s  h o p e  for the 
future. But ho w  soon we forget. Yeah, it takes i n v e stment to 
make economies work. You look at the c o m munities  across the 
state t hat h ave t h r i v e d  since this b o l d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o o k  effect, 
and yo u  will f ind that those that u s e d  th e  eco n o m i c  development 
tools the Legi s l a t u r e  has g i v e n  us has m ade t hem work. Yo u  look 
at those c o m munities who h ave wal l o w e d  in t h e i r  self- p i t y  and 
took no b o l d  steps to be progressive, and yo u  will find that 
those t ha t chose not to implement the e c onomic tools that were 
given to them. In recent years, I h a v e  seen negative 
forces . . . a n d  this is Mr. Per s o n  again; I h a v e  seen negative 
forces succes s f u l l y  d i s m a n t l e  and render u s e l e s s  the community 
d eve l o p m e n t  laws and other f i n a n c i n g  legislation. Let's not let 
the same t h i n g  h a p p e n  to LB 775 and its c o m p a n i o n  legislation.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENAT OR ERDMAN: We will pa y  a dear price N e b r a s k a  simply can't
afford. But the sad r e a lity is, we won't see its d e vastating 
impact until it's too late. I can sell Sid n e y  in Ne b r a s k a  up 
against a n y b o d y  to day that wants to c o mpete for jobs and 
investment. But I'm not so sure about tomorrow. I p l e a d  with 
our lawmakers and fellow N e b r askans to look at the overall 
impact t hat these dir e c t  and i ndirect jobs have on sales, 
income, and p r o p e r t y  investments m ade in this state since 1987. 
When you look only at the rewards, g i v e n  the p e r f o r m e r s  and now 
what the p e r f o r m a n c e  has created, you're r ea l l y  d u m m y i n g  d own to 
a r e m a rkable level a great vision. This was w r i t t e n  b y . . .by 
Gary Person, as a ma n  who has seen a city go from 4,200 jobs, 
and in just 20 years, 6,400 jobs. This is a town of 
5,900 people. W e  h ave more jobs in Sid n e y  than we h a v e  people 
living there. It seems to me that LB 775 works, let's not 
dismantle it.


